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What is predatory publishing?

• Publishers and journals categorized as "predatory" are uninterested 
in sharing properly cited and reviewed work or respecting the rights 
of authors; they are interested solely in profit and often ask authors 
to pay huge publishing or presenting fees. Some predatory journals 
claim to be legitimately Open Access, which results in scholars 
sometimes conflating OA with predatory practices.

• Predatory journals are the product of predatory publishers, 
institutions that are unethical in their publishing practices by not 
following proper academic and ethical standards for the publication 
of scholarly work. This includes lack of proper peer review, proper 
citation, and the charging of exorbitant fees for publications that will 
never be reviewed or published in the way that the publisher 
proposes.



Sources: 
https://www.openacessjournal.com/blog/predatory-journals-list/



How can I determine if a journal is 
considered predatory? 

There are a number of ways to evaluate a journal as predatory or 
legitimate. Be wary of publishers without verifiable contact 
information; short time from submission to publication, usually 
within days; fake editorial boards; call for submissions that arrive 
in a spam-like email; journals with no prominent displays of 
author fees; and missing or dubious statement of a peer-review 
process.

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals/

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals/


What to check 

Contact information • Does the journal’s website provide complete contact information?
• Does it include a verifiable address?

Scope of the journal • Is the journal’s scope multidisciplinary?
• Does it combine multiple, unrelated, wide-ranging field?

Editorial board • Does it include recognized , affiliated experts? (TIP: contact a few 
& inquire about their experience with the journal)

Author fee • Does the journal charge authors publication fee? (TIP: find out 
about such charges before submission)

Checklist for Identifying predatory publishers



What to look for What to check 

Quality of articles • Does the journal publish good quality research (TIP: check with your 
Department Head or supervisor to gauge quality)

Peer review process • Is the peer review process described on the journal’s website? (TIP: most 
credible journals are likely to displayed it)

Indexing information • Is the journal indexed or a member of a prominent publisher association? 
• Does it displayed in an ICV/ Index Copernicus Value?

Retraction Policy • Does the journal have a clear policy for recalling articles? (TIP: check journal 
policies or it’s instruction to authors 

Pitch for authors • Does the journal guarantee publication or quick peer review? (TIP: if it sounds 
too good to be true, it probably isn’t)

Email invitation • Does the journal, its editors and staff all have institutional or journal-affiliated 
email address?

Checklist for Identifying predatory publishers: Cont.



https://teslej-sub.org/ejojs2/index.php/ejojs2/index

ORIGINAL or FAKE?



https://teslej-sub.org

https://teslej-sub.org/


https://www.scimagojr.com/journalsearch.php?q=21100904728&tip=sid&clean=0



http://tesl-ej.org/wordpress/about/

ORIGINAL or FAKE?



Fake/Cloned/Predatory Journals

CLONED JOURNAL

This phenomenon is also commonly known as “hijacked journals” or “clone journals.” Clone journal 

web pages are a counterfeit mirror of an authentic journal that exploit the title and ISSN of 
legitimate journals.

Fake/ Predatory journals—also called fraudulent, deceptive, or pseudo-journals—

are publications that claim to be legitimate scholarly journals, but misrepresent their 
publishing practices.









Useful Tool for Identifying Predatory Journals

https://app.lib.uliege.be/compass-to-publish/ https://beallslist.net



https://www.aku.edu/library/Pages/predatory-journals.aspx





What is a predatory journal?

A predatory journal is an opportunistic 
publishing venue that exploits the 
academic need to publish but offers little 
reward for those using their services.

The "publish or perish" scenario combined with the 
relative ease of launching online journals has 
inadvertently created a market ripe for the 
exploitation of researchers. 

Some journals are predatory on purpose, while 
others may make mistakes due to neglect, 
mismanagement, or inexperience. 

While the motivations and methods vary, predatory 
journals have a number of common characteristics:

• Their primary goal is to make money (i.e. there 
will be APC fees).

• They do not care about the quality of the work 
published (i.e. no or little editing or peer-review).

• They make false claims or promises (i.e. claims of 
impact factors and indexing).

• They engage in unethical business practices

• They fail to follow accepted standards or best 
practices of scholarly publishing



Predatory Publishing – How the scam works

Predatory journals exploit a new publishing model by 
claiming to be a legitimate open-access operation. 

Online predatory publishers take advantage of the 
Gold Open Access model. Under this model Article 
Processing Charges (APCs) provide publishers with 
income instead of subscription fees. 

It's important to realize that being Open 
Access does not make a journal predatory, 
their behavior does.

Predatory journals make false claims (such as quick 
peer-review) to lure unwary authors into submitting 
papers.

While sending a predatory journal a manuscript may 
see it "published" there is no guarantee that it 
underwent peer review, is included in indexes like 
Web of Science (WoS) and Scopus, or that it will be 
available in a month much less in five years.





https://researcheracademy.elsevier.com



https://webofscienceacademy.clarivate.com/learn/external-
ecommerce;view=none;redirectURL=

















THANK YOU
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